A consensus genetic map of sorghum that integrates multiple component maps and high-throughput Diversity Array Technology (DArT) markers by Mace, Emma S et al.
HAL Id: hal-01338089
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-01338089
Submitted on 27 Jun 2016
HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.
L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.
A consensus genetic map of sorghum that integrates
multiple component maps and high-throughput
Diversity Array Technology (DArT) markers
Emma S Mace, Jean-Francois Rami, Sophie Bouchet, Patricia E Klein, Robert
R Klein, Andrzej Kilian, Peter Wenzl, Ling Xia, Kirsten Halloran, David R
Jordan
To cite this version:
Emma S Mace, Jean-Francois Rami, Sophie Bouchet, Patricia E Klein, Robert R Klein, et al.. A
consensus genetic map of sorghum that integrates multiple component maps and high-throughput
Diversity Array Technology (DArT) markers. BMC Plant Biology, BioMed Central, 2009, 9 (13),
<10.1186/1471-2229-9-13>. <hal-01338089>
BioMed CentralBMC Plant Biology
ssOpen AcceResearch article
A consensus genetic map of sorghum that integrates multiple 
component maps and high-throughput Diversity Array Technology 
(DArT) markers
Emma S Mace*1, Jean-Francois Rami2, Sophie Bouchet2, Patricia E Klein3, 
Robert R Klein4, Andrzej Kilian5, Peter Wenzl5, Ling Xia5, Kirsten Halloran1 
and David R Jordan1
Address: 1The Department of Primary Industries & Fisheries, Queensland (DPI&F), Hermitage Research Station, Warwick, QLD 4370, Australia, 
2CIRAD UMR DAP, TA A-96/03, Av Agropolis, 34398 Montpellier CEDEX 5, France, 3Department of Horticulture and Institute for Plant Genomics 
and Biotechnology, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX 77843-2123, USA, 4USDA-ARS, Southern Plains Agricultural Research Center, 
College Station, TX 77845, USA and 5Diversity Arrays Technology P/L, PO Box 7141, Yarralumla ACT 2600, Australia
Email: Emma S Mace* - emma.mace@dpi.qld.gov.au; Jean-Francois Rami - rami@cirad.fr; Sophie Bouchet - sophie.bouchet@cirad.fr; 
Patricia E Klein - pklein@TAMU-ARS.edu; Robert R Klein - rklein@TAMU-ARS.edu; Andrzej Kilian - a.kilian@diversityarrays.com; 
Peter Wenzl - p.wenzl@diversityarrays.com; Ling Xia - ling@diversityarrays.com; Kirsten Halloran - kirsten.halloran@dpi.qld.gov.au; 
David R Jordan - david.r.jordan@dpi.qld.gov.au
* Corresponding author    
Abstract
Background: Sorghum genome mapping based on DNA markers began in the early 1990s and
numerous genetic linkage maps of sorghum have been published in the last decade, based initially
on RFLP markers with more recent maps including AFLPs and SSRs and very recently, Diversity
Array Technology (DArT) markers. It is essential to integrate the rapidly growing body of genetic
linkage data produced through DArT with the multiple genetic linkage maps for sorghum generated
through other marker technologies. Here, we report on the colinearity of six independent
sorghum component maps and on the integration of these component maps into a single reference
resource that contains commonly utilized SSRs, AFLPs, and high-throughput DArT markers.
Results: The six component maps were constructed using the MultiPoint software. The lengths of
the resulting maps varied between 910 and 1528 cM. The order of the 498 markers that segregated
in more than one population was highly consistent between the six individual mapping data sets.
The framework consensus map was constructed using a "Neighbours" approach and contained 251
integrated bridge markers on the 10 sorghum chromosomes spanning 1355.4 cM with an average
density of one marker every 5.4 cM, and were used for the projection of the remaining markers.
In total, the sorghum consensus map consisted of a total of 1997 markers mapped to 2029 unique
loci (1190 DArT loci and 839 other loci) spanning 1603.5 cM and with an average marker density
of 1 marker/0.79 cM. In addition, 35 multicopy markers were identified. On average, each
chromosome on the consensus map contained 203 markers of which 58.6% were DArT markers.
Non-random patterns of DNA marker distribution were observed, with some clear marker-dense
regions and some marker-rare regions.
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BMC Plant Biology 2009, 9:13 http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2229/9/13Conclusion: The final consensus map has allowed us to map a larger number of markers than
possible in any individual map, to obtain a more complete coverage of the sorghum genome and to
fill a number of gaps on individual maps. In addition to overall general consistency of marker order
across individual component maps, good agreement in overall distances between common marker
pairs across the component maps used in this study was determined, using a difference ratio
calculation. The obtained consensus map can be used as a reference resource for genetic studies
in different genetic backgrounds, in addition to providing a framework for transferring genetic
information between different marker technologies and for integrating DArT markers with other
genomic resources. DArT markers represent an affordable, high throughput marker system with
great utility in molecular breeding programs, especially in crops such as sorghum where SNP arrays
are not publicly available.
Background
Sorghum (Sorghum bicolor L.), a major staple food and
fodder crop, is among the world's most important cereals,
typically ranking fifth globally in terms of annual tonnage
[1]. The crop is tolerant of many biotic and abiotic stresses
and is often grown in more marginal cropping areas and
is frequently preferentially grown in water-limited envi-
ronments in both developed and developing countries
[2]. In developing countries it tends to be a staple food
and forage of the poor. In developed countries it is used
primarily as an animal feed, and in Australia is currently
grown on over 890,000 ha, producing over 2.3 M tonnes
of grain [3]. More recently, tropical sorghum cultivars
have garnered much attention as a cellulosic biofuels
crop. Sorghum breeding programs around the world are
working towards improved varieties with better quality,
disease-resistance, drought tolerance and agronomic traits
(e.g. [4,5]). Molecular breeding strategies are increasingly
being adopted to develop genetic linkage maps and to
identify genomic regions influencing traits of importance
in sorghum, e.g. stay-green [6] fertility restoration [7],
ergot resistance [8], midge resistance [9] and photo-
period sensitivity [10,11].
Genetic linkage maps are an essential prerequisite for
studying the inheritance of both qualitative and quantita-
tive traits, to develop markers for molecular breeding, for
map-based gene cloning and for comparative genomic
studies. Molecular breeding is more effective if the molec-
ular map is densely populated with markers, in order to
provide more choice in the quality and type of marker and
to increase the probability of polymorphic markers in
important chromosomal intervals. Sorghum genome
mapping based on DNA markers began in the early 1990s
and numerous genetic linkage maps of sorghum have
been published in the last decade [12-28]. The early maps
were based primarily on RFLP markers, with more recent
maps also including AFLPs and SSRs and very recently,
Diversity Array technology (DArT) markers. The advent of
the new DArT marker technology [29] offers a rapid and
sequence-independent shortcut to medium-density whole
genome scans of any plant species. As DArT assays are per-
formed on highly parallel and automated platforms, the
cost per datapoint (a few cents per marker assay) is
reduced by at least an order of magnitude compared to
current, gel-based technologies. Additionally, DArT
clones can be readily sequenced thereby allowing marker
integration into the emerging sequence of the sorghum
genome http://www.phytozome.net/sorghum. It is essen-
tial to integrate the rapidly growing body of genetic link-
age data produced through DArT with the existing genetic
linkage maps generated through other marker technolo-
gies. Additionally, the majority of sorghum genetic link-
age maps published to date are based on crosses wider
than most crosses routinely made in sorghum breeding
programs. However, for application in molecular breed-
ing strategies, genetic linkage maps based on wide crosses
are often of limited utility, as they are not representative
of the genome organisation and gene function of the cul-
tivated gene pool [30]. The construction of a consensus
map synthesising the information provided by multiple
segregating populations, of diverse genetic backgrounds,
provides a very important reference resource; it offers the
opportunity to map a larger number of loci than in most
single crosses, thus increasing the number of potentially
useful markers across divergent genetic backgrounds and
providing greater genome coverage, in addition to provid-
ing opportunities to validate marker order.
Here, we report on the comparison of the genetic linkage
maps obtained from six independent component maps
and on the integration of the component maps into a sin-
gle consensus linkage map of sorghum. One of the com-
ponent maps used, based on BTx623/IS3620C, developed
at Texas A&M University and USDA-ARS scientists [25], is
a reference mapping population in the sorghum genomics
community and has been the subject of extensive pheno-
typic and genotypic analysis. Its inclusion in this study
offers opportunities to link the consensus map to existing
genetic and physical maps based on this population. The
consensus map, consisting of over 2000 markers, also
offers an opportunity to create a "bridge" between DArT
and other marker systems, through the co-location of the
different marker types, including RFLPs and SSRs.Page 2 of 14
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Component maps of individual populations
The parental genotypes of the six component mapping
populations varied in their level of polymorphism per
cross (Table 1), with the parents of the S4 population
being the most diverse and the parents of the S6 popula-
tion the least diverse.
The component maps constructed using the MultiPoint
software contained between 117 (S6) and 807 (CIRAD)
loci and between 88 (S5) and 183 (CIRAD) lines (Tables
1 &2, Additional File 1). The lengths of the resulting maps
varied between 910 and 1528 cM (Table 2). Clusters of
markers with skewed segregation were identified in all six
of the sorghum linkage maps developed (Fig 1). The per-
centage of skewed markers was very similar across all six
populations, varying from 17.1% in the CIRAD popula-
tion to 24.8% in the S2 population. A significant number
of the markers showing skewed segregation in each popu-
lation were also linked by at least 5 cM to markers that
didn't show distorted segregation patterns. For example,
in the TAMU-ARS population, of the 167 markers show-
ing segregation distortion, 51 of them were linked within
5 cM to unskewed markers. Two-thirds of these 51 mark-
ers were co-dominant marker types (SSRs or RFLPs), with
the remaining one third (17 in total) markers having a
dominant inheritance pattern (DArT); which reflects the
relative proportion of codominant (61%) and dominant
(39%) markers overall in the TAMU-ARS map. The distri-
bution pattern of chromosomal regions associated with
skewed marker segregation showed some similarity across
maps, e.g. the distal end of the short arm of SBI-01
showed skewed marker segregation in four of the six maps
(TAMU-ARS, S2, S4 and CIRAD); the lack of segregation
distortion in the two remaining maps (S5 and S6) might
be explained by poor marker resolution in this chromo-
somal region. It has been proposed [31] that when a chro-
mosomal region contains four or more closely linked
markers which are significantly and consistently deviating
from the 1:1 ratio it can be regarded as having skewed seg-
regation. By following this proposition and defining the
closely linked markers as being less than 5 cM apart, 407
markers on the consensus map (19.8%) were identified as
having skewed segregation in one or more of the compo-
nent populations, covering 34% of the consensus map
length. Of these 407 markers, 245 (60%) were DArT
markers, which reflects the relative proportion of DArT
(59%) versus non-DArT markers (41%) overall in the
consensus map.
Consensus map construction and features
A total of 498 markers (384 of which were DArTs) were in
common, i.e. they were mapped in at least two mapping
populations. A total of 1557 markers (816 of which were
DArTs) were unique to a particular mapping population,
while seven DArT loci were mapped in five or more map-
ping populations. The order of those markers that segre-
gated in more than one population was highly consistent
between the six individual mapping data sets. Fig. 2 illus-
trates this high degree of marker colinearity of all the
markers in common with the TAMU-ARS base map. A dif-
ference ratio was calculated per chromosome [27], to
compare the genetic distances between each map and the
TAMU-ARS base map (Table 3), where a distance ratio of
0 indicates identical genetic distances between two maps
and a distance ratio of 1 indicates complete dissimilarity
of genetic distances between two maps. The number of
intervals in common with the TAMU-ARS population var-
ied across populations, from just 32 in the S6 map to 113
in the CIRAD map. The overall difference ratios in genetic
distance between the TAMU-ARS map and the five other
maps varied from 0.0045 (S4) to 0.125 (S5). The differ-
ence ratios also varied for each chromosome, with SBI-04
having the lowest difference ratios (an average of 0.09)
and SBI-02 having the highest difference ratios (an aver-
age of 0.25). The high difference ratios observed across
Table 1: Summary of component mapping data used to construct the sorghum DArT consensus map
Number of markers in common with n 
other populations
Pop 
code
Pop 
pedigree
Dissimilarity 
Index
Generation Pop size Marker # Predominant 
marker type
# of 
DArTs
# of SSRs/
STSs
# of 
RFLPs
# morphological 
markers
N = 0 n = 1 n = 2 n = 3 n = 4 n = 5
TAMU-
ARS
BTx623/
IS3620C
0.483 RIL 137 792 DArT 303 226 259 4 493 161 101 33 3 1
S2 R890562/
ICSV745
0.479 RIL 119 488 RFLP 234 10 244 0 269 87 93 34 4 1
S4 R931945-2-
2/IS8525
0.639 RIL 146 410 DArT 357 51 0 2 143 130 94 38 4 1
S5 B923296/
SC170-6-8
0.426 RIL 88 189 DArT 176 13 0 0 43 63 50 28 4 1
S6 BTx642/
QL12
0.403 RIL 94 117 DArT 117 0 0 0 15 41 42 15 3 1
CIRAD SAR10/
SSM249
0.449 RIL 183 807 DArT 627 131 47 2 591 119 70 24 2 1
The table includes the pedigree of each population, the dissimilarity index (based on the Sokal & Michener coefficient) between the parental genotypes of each component 
mapping population, as calculated using the DARwin software [59], the generation and population size, and details of the number and type of markers.Page 3 of 14
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SBI-05, SBI-09 and SBI-10, were due to the low number of
sampling intervals; in some cases as low as 1 interval in
common per LG (e.g. S6/TAMU-ARS SBI-05 and SBI-10).
In some cases, there were no intervals in common for par-
ticular chromosomes across maps, e.g. S6/TAMU-ARS for
SBI-01, SBI-04 and SBI-09 and S5/TAMU-ARS for SBI-06.
As observed previously [32], markers mapping to more
than one locus can create problems during consensus map
construction, if not recognised. In the present study, just
under one quarter (24.2%) of the total number of unique
markers mapped across the six component maps were in
common in more than one population, and of these only
35 mapped to two different loci in different populations
(Additional File 2). As expected, due to the use of the same
DArT array across populations, the majority of the mark-
ers in common across maps were DArT markers (77.7%).
Consequently, a higher proportion of the multicopy
markers overall were DArT markers (31) versus non-DArT
markers (4); 3 SSRs (gap42, txp25 and txp265) and 1
RFLP (txs443). SBI-02 contained the highest number of
multicopy markers (13).
The sorghum consensus map consisted of a total of 1997
markers mapped to 2029 unique loci (1190 DArT loci and
839 other loci; full details available in Additional File 3).
Of the 1997 unique markers placed on the consensus
map, there were 493 (24.7%) common markers; only 5
common markers from the total of 498 across all six com-
ponent maps were excluded from the consensus map due
to inconsistency in marker location. Of these common
Scatter plot representing the distribution of marker skewness of the six component sorghum maps, each dot representing one molecular markerFigure 1
Scatter plot representing the distribution of marker skewness of the six component sorghum maps, each dot 
representing one molecular marker. Vertical solid bars distinguish the 10 chromosomes, along the total map distance (x 
axis). The y axis details the log2 value of the ratio of the number of individuals carrying the A allele on the number of individuals 
carrying the B allele. Markers outside the two horizontal dotted lines are significantly skewed as calculated by the Chi-square 
test.
Table 2: Statistics of the six component maps
TAMU-ARS S2 S4 S5 S6 CIRAD
Number of markers 792 488 410 189 117 807
Mean marker density/cM 0.51 0.34 0.29 0.17 0.13 0.66
Map length (cM) 1528 1433 1435 1138 910 1227
The table includes the pedigree of each population, the dissimilarity index (based on the Sokal & Michener coefficient) between the parental 
genotypes of each component mapping population, as calculated using the DARwin software [59], the generation and population size, and details of 
the number and type of markers.Page 4 of 14
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BMC Plant Biology 2009, 9:13 http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2229/9/13markers included, 251 were selected as bridge markers on
the 10 sorghum chromosomes, i.e. markers which
mapped to the base map (TAMU-ARS) and which were
also present and in a consistent location in one or more of
the other mapping populations. SBI-01 had the highest
number of bridge markers overall (35), of which 42.8%
(15) were DArT markers (Fig. 3). SBI-09 (17) and SBI-10
(17) had the lowest number of bridge markers, of which
70.5% and 52.9% were DArT markers, respectively. The
remaining chromosomes had between 34 (SBI-08) and 21
(SBI-06) bridge markers, of which between 79.5% (SBI-
08) to 60.0% (SBI-04) were DArT markers. The 251 bridge
markers, which consisted of 158 DArT markers, 64 SSR
markers and 29 RFLP markers, spanning 1355.4 cM with
an average density of one marker every 5.4 cM, were used
for the projection of the remaining markers onto the
bridge consensus map.
On average, each chromosome on the consensus map
contained 203 markers of which 58.6% were DArT mark-
ers. Chromosome SBI-01 had the highest number of
markers (294) overall but one of the lowest percentages of
DArT markers (49.7%) (Table 4), with an average marker
density of 1/0.65 cM, followed by chromosome SBI-02
(270 in total, 54.8% DArTs), with an average marker den-
sity of 1/0.85 cM. Chromosome SBI-07 had the lowest
number of markers (129, 57.4% DArTs).
Colinearity of locus order in component mapsFigure 2
Colinearity of locus order in component maps. Loci that are common between pairs of populations are connected by 
lines. Population codes as in Table 1.
Table 3: The difference ratio of genetic distance in the common marker intervals between the TAMU-ARS map and the five other 
component maps
S2 S4 S5 S6 CIRAD
# intervals in common with TAMU-ARS 92 99 46 32 113
Difference ratio 0.0609 0.0045 0.1248 0.0174 0.0469Page 5 of 14
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BMC Plant Biology 2009, 9:13 http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2229/9/13The consensus map spanned a total length of 1603.5 cM,
based on the distances calculated from the TAMU-ARS
segregation data. Chromosome sizes ranged from 229.6
cM (SBI-02) to 118.5 cM (SBI-05) (Fig. 4). The 'sPb' DArT
markers alone spanned 97.7% of the total length of the
consensus map, ranging from 100% of chromosomes SBI-
02, SBI-03, SBI-05 and SBI-06 to 94.1% coverage for SBI-
01 and SBI-09.
The approximate locations of the pericentromeric regions
of heterochromatin were identified (Fig. 4), based on the
integration of sorghum linkage, cytogenetic and physical
maps [33]. Non-random patterns of DNA marker distri-
bution were observed, with some clear marker-dense
regions and some marker-rare regions. The consensus
map had only 3 gaps larger than 10 cM and only 9 gaps
between 7 and 10 cM; the longest one (13.4 cM) on the
distal end of the long arm of SBI-05; one (10.9 cM) on the
distal end of the long arm of SBI-08, and one (13 cM) on
the distal end of the short arm of SBI-09. On most chro-
mosomes, at least one significant concentration of loci
appeared to correspond to the centromeric region (also
observed in [26]), e.g. 35 markers co-segregated around
the centromeric region of SBI-04 and 33 markers co-segre-
gated around the centromeric region of SBI-08. The pro-
portion of DArT markers in the centromeric regions
ranges from 36.3% on SBI-02 to 100% on SBI-04, with an
average of 64.4% across all chromosomes, which reflects
the overall proportion of DArT markers to non-DArT
markers on the map.
Discussion
The final consensus map comprised 2029 loci, spanning
1603.5 cM, following the integration of 6 individual maps
derived from 6 distinct RIL mapping populations. It has
allowed us to map a larger number of markers than possi-
ble in any individual map, to obtain a more complete cov-
erage of the sorghum genome and to fill a number of gaps
on individual maps. Only two other published sorghum
genetic linkage maps are of a comparable marker density;
the BTx623/IS3620C map consisting of 2926 loci span-
ning 1713 cM [25] and the BTx623/S. propinquum map
consisting of 2512 loci spanning 1059.2 cM [26]. While
both of these previously published maps have a higher
overall marker density than the present DArT consensus
map; 1 marker/0.42 cM [26], 1 marker/0.59 cM [25] vs. 1
marker/0.79 cM in the presented consensus map, these
maps are based on high numbers of RFLP markers [26] or
AFLP markers [25] and it can be argued that the sequential
nature of gel-based marker systems such as RFLPs and
AFLPs involves high costs and is more labour intensive per
assay thus DArT markers may represent the most suitable
markers for molecular breeding strategies. DArT markers,
with their high multiplexing level (all the DArT markers
reported here were analysed in a single assay per popula-
tion), offer sorghum breeding programs an alternative
and low-cost approach to whole-genome profiling and
the final consensus map presented here consists predom-
inantly of DArT markers (1190; 59%), in addition to 839
non-DArT markers (497 RFLPs, 334 SSRs or STSs and 8
morphological markers).
The overall consensus map marker order was in good
agreement across the individual maps. Locally, the con-
sensus map resolution was slightly compromised by occa-
sional inconsistencies in groups of markers, commonly
covering about 1–6 cM, but also swaps of individual
markers over even longer distances. The majority of the 77
observed marker order inconsistencies involved closely-
spaced markers. Inversion is a common feature of closely
spaced markers and this phenomenon has been observed
previously in sorghum when aligning different sorghum
maps [27,30]. These marker order rearrangements could
be real, they could be due to error in one of the small map-
ping populations or they could be explained by the statis-
tical uncertainty of orders at the cM-scale that is inherent
in datasets derived from a limited number of RILs. Of the
498 markers in common across all 6 maps, in only 5 cases
did markers map to a truly incongruous location on the
corresponding linkage groups in alternative populations,
which could be explained by mapping paralogous loci in
different populations. A similar 1% frequency of paralo-
gous loci was recently observed by [30] when aligning
genetic linkage maps derived from both inter- and intra-
specific sorghum populations. Such marker ordering
inconsistencies are frequently observed for consensus
maps and can be related to the overall number and distri-
bution of commonly mapped bridge markers used for
building the framework of the consensus map. For con-
structing the present DArT consensus map, 251 markers
Total number and proportion of DArT vs non-DArT mark-ers used as b idge marke s on the consensus map, per chro-m someFig r  3
Total number and proportion of DArT vs non-DArT 
markers used as bridge markers on the consensus 
map, per chromosome.
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Table 4: Summary of markers per chromosome integrated into the sorghum DArT consensus map
LG # Bridge # DArTs (%) # non-DArTs (%) Total Multicopy Length (cM) Marker density
SBI-01 35 146 (49.7%) 148 (50.3%) 294 8 191.8 0.65
SBI-02 26 148 (54.8%) 122 (45.2%) 270 13 229.6 0.85
SBI-03 23 105 (44.5%) 131 (55.5%) 236 3 172.3 0.73
SBI-04 25 144 (70.2%) 61 (29.8%) 205 7 169.4 0.83
SBI-05 24 122 (69.7%) 53 (30.3%) 175 9 118.5 0.68
SBI-06 21 105 (61.5%) 68 (39.5%) 172 2 166.4 0.97
SBI-07 29 74 (57.4%) 55 (42.6%) 129 9 132.8 1.03
SBI-08 34 131 (69.3%) 58 (30.7%) 189 7 131.9 0.69
SBI-09 17 108 (62.4%) 66 (37.6%) 174 2 175.6 1.01
SBI-10 17 107 (57.8%) 78 (42.2%) 185 10 115.2 0.62
Totals 251 1190 839 2029 70 1603.5 Mean = 0.79
A consensus map of sorghum derived from six component mapsFigure 4
A consensus map of sorghum derived from six component maps. Marker type is indicated by colour; DArT (black), 
SSR/STS (red), RFLP (green) and gene (blue). Bridge markers are underlined; attached markers are in italics and multicopy 
markers have an * suffix. The bar on the left hand side shows the distance in centiMorgans from the top of each chromosome. 
Heterochromatic regions are indicated by a bar to the left of each chromosome.
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average intervals of 5.4 cM. This bridge marker frequency
is comparable to other recent consensus map studies,
including [34] who used 10% of all markers as bridge
markers to construct a consensus map for barley from 3
doubled haploid populations.
Differences of local recombination frequencies (map
length) between populations can also effect marker order-
ing between maps, and the importance of similar recom-
bination frequencies across individual maps when
constructing a consensus map has previously been noted
[35]. A difference ratio was therefore calculated per chro-
mosome, derived from the equation for the distance
measurement of interval variables [36] by [27], to com-
pare the genetic distances on each map with the TAMU-
ARS base map. The overall difference ratios in genetic dis-
tance between the TAMU-ARS map and the five other
maps were low and varied from 0.0045 (S4) to 0.12 (S5)
and were comparable with a recent study [27] that calcu-
lated a difference ratio of 0.05 between two sorghum
maps. The low difference ratios observed indicate that
there is good agreement in overall distances between com-
mon marker pairs across the component maps used in
this study. It also provides justification for the "neigh-
bours" consensus map construction strategy adopted here
and the use of the TAMU-ARS genetic distances for the
locus positions of the bridge markers along each chromo-
some. It can also be argued that map distance estimates
are less important than marker order, as map distances do
vary between different genetic linkage maps by several
centimorgans [37], and that the marker order is the most
critical feature for further application of the map, for
example, for map-based cloning. Additionally, the syn-
thetic approach to consensus map development, based on
the integration of separately constructed component
maps, was recently reported to be the preferable consen-
sus map construction strategy, compared to building a
consensus map de novo from an integrated set of segrega-
tion data [32], at least until improved or alternative soft-
ware options become available.
Consensus map features
The non-random distribution of markers across the con-
sensus map, due to both clusters and gaps of markers
across chromosomes, is a feature that has also been
observed in previous sorghum maps. Figure 4 indicates
that there is a clustering of markers around the centromere
for every chromosome, with the exception of SBI-06. Such
marker-dense regions around the centromeres were also
observed by [26]. This is also supported by the recent
observation by [33] that the pericentromeric heterochro-
matic regions of sorghum chromosomes showed much
lower rates of recombination (~8.7 Mbp/cM) compared
to euchromatic regions (~0.25 Mbp/cM), with the average
rate of recombination across the heterochromatic portion
of the sorghum genome being ~34-fold lower than recom-
bination in the euchromatic region. Similarly, the sparse-
ness of markers on the short arm of SBI-06 could also be
explained by the observations of [33] that this chromo-
some arm showed a relatively low rate of recombination
compared to other regions of euchromatin (~2.3 Mbp/cM
vs. the overall average of ~0.25 Mbp/cM). Both DArT and
non-DArT markers clustered around the centromeres,
however a slightly higher overall proportion of DArT
markers (71% of all markers in the centromeric regions)
in these regions were observed. This is in contrast to the
recent high-density DArT consensus map developed for
barley, which [32] found that DArT markers were signifi-
cantly less clustered at most centromeric regions of barley
chromosomes compared to non-DArT markers. Marker
redundancy can also enhance the non-random marker
distribution pattern. In previous studies [32,38,39], a low
level of DArT marker redundancy has been observed,
however during the process of consolidating the most
informative DArT clones in new arrays, the large majority
of redundant markers are excluded from the final DArT
array, and hence DArT marker redundancy should be min-
imised.
In addition to the uneven distribution of recombination
events along chromosomes and the potential for the con-
founding effects of marker redundancy, non-random
marker distribution can also be due to the preferential sur-
vey of DNA polymorphism that is unevenly distributed
along chromosomes. In particular, areas of low marker
density may correspond to regions of similar ancestry or
identity by descent in the germplasm included in the ini-
tial diversity representation for the development of the
sorghum DArT markers [28]. In the present DArT consen-
sus maps, there were 3 gaps larger than 10 cM; one on the
distal end of the long arm of SBI-05, one on the distal end
of the long arm of SBI-08 and one on the distal end of the
short arm of SBI-09. These regions of low marker density
may therefore be associated with genomic regions that
were identical by descent or that had very limited genetic
variability in the initial diversity representation used for
the development of the DArT array. An alternative
hypothesis is that because, in total, nine of the twelve
parental genotypes of the six mapping populations used
in this study were included on the initial diversity repre-
sentation, the gaps could be a true reflection of co-ances-
tral regions between the parents, as opposed to a result of
the composition of the array, and maybe suggestive of
genomic regions containing key adaptive genes which
have been fixed through selection through the pedigree.
Regions of low marker density have been observed previ-
ously; even on the densest meiotic linkage map produced
yet, for potato [40], a gap spanning 14 recombination
units was observed. The authors [40] postulate that this
could be due either to recombination hot spots or could
also indicate fixation (homozygosity) of the potatoPage 8 of 14
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can also be associated with other interesting features of
sorghum genome organisation. It has also been noted
[26] that sorghum chromosomes have cytologically dis-
tinguishable knobs, which may account for some marker
excesses or deficiencies.
Approximately 75% of the consensus map (524 markers
spanning 1495 cM) was associated with markers which had
skewed segregation in one or more of the six component
maps. However, only 407 (19.8% of the markers on the
consensus map) of the 524 skewed markers were linked by
less than 5 cM to other markers showing distortion. The
117 markers with skewed segregation that were linked by at
least 5 cM to markers that weren't distorted could reflect
residual levels of heterozygosity in the lines (when scored
with dominant markers), due to either natural or artificial
selection, sampling bias due to lower numbers of markers
in these regions or mis-scoring of the markers. Skewed seg-
regation was observed for both DArT and non-DArT mark-
ers; no one marker type showed a particular tendency for
skewness. Marked differences were observed, however, for
the distribution of markers with skewed segregation across
chromosomes, although there was some similarity between
the component maps, e.g. the short arm of SBI-01 showed
skewed marker segregation in four of the six maps (TAMU-
ARS, S2, S4 and CIRAD). Highly significant deviation from
the expected 1:1 segregation ratio on SBI-01 towards the
BTx623 allele was also observed by [25], which affected
almost the entire linkage group. The authors [25] also
noted other reports of similar skewed segregation in the
same genomic region and observe that strong and consist-
ent segregation distortion in one genomic region is less
likely to be due to sampling error and more likely suggests
selection favouring one parental allele. On the DArT con-
sensus map, SBI-01 has the highest proportion of chromo-
somal regions associated with skewed segregation (67%).
Two other chromosomes (SBI-04 and SBI-08) also have
over 50% of the chromosomal regions associated with
skewed segregation (51.6% and 54.1%, respectively), once
again also observed by [25]. SBI-07 has a significantly lower
portion of the chromosome associated with skewed segre-
gation (9.6%) than any other chromosome on the consen-
sus map. This non-random and consistent distribution
pattern of skewed segregation lends weight to previous pro-
posals [18,25,40,41] that distorted segregation is due to the
elimination of gametes or zygotes by a lethal factor located
in a neighbouring region of the marker. Higher frequencies
of skewed markers have also been observed in RIL popula-
tions, compared to doubled haploid, backcross or F2 popu-
lation structures [31], due to increased opportunities for
selection across generations; all six component maps in the
current study are based on RIL populations.
Of the 1997 markers included in the DArT consensus
map, 35 mapped to different chromosomes in the compo-
nent maps. The frequency of multicopy markers detected
in this study (1.8%) is much lower than observed by [26],
who found that 17% of RFLP probes mapped to multiple
locations. This could be explained by the differences in
marker types. It has been found that DArTs, as a hybridi-
sation-based bi-allelic marker, inherently select against
multi-locus markers [32], as the hybridisation intensities
measured for such multi-locus markers tend to appear
monomorphic. Variation in the frequency of multicopy
markers was observed across chromosomes, with SBI-07,
SBI-10, SBI-02 and SBI-05 having a multicopy marker fre-
quency greater than 5%. SBI-06 had the lowest multicopy
marker frequency (1.1%). A tendency for the multicopy
markers to be present in the centromeric regions across
chromosomes was also observed, with approximately
22% of all multicopy markers occurring in the pericentro-
meric heterochromatic regions, whilst overall only 13% of
all markers included in the consensus map are located in
the centromeric regions. Centromeric suppression of
recombination is associated with the accumulation of
repeated sequences [33] and could explain the tendency
towards marker duplication. The non-random distribu-
tion of multicopy loci across chromosome pairs has been
reported previously [20,26]. It has been observed [26] that
the duplication of sorghum chromatin closely resembles
the pattern for rice, showing ancient duplications in some
regions. However, very little evidence was found in the
current study for co-linearity between chromosomes,
lending weight to the argument against an ancient poly-
ploidisation event in the evolution of the sorghum
genome [42-44]. It has also been previously observed [26]
that 30% of the sorghum genome showed correspond-
ence to two or more unlinked intervals which the authors
postulated could either be due to very localised colinearity
or which may reflect more recent duplications superim-
posed on more ancient ones.
Utility of the consensus map for genomics and breeding 
applications
The DArT consensus map presented in this paper will help
link information on sorghum diversity and QTLs to the
sorghum physical map and to the sorghum genome
sequence. The availability of the primer sequence infor-
mation for the majority of SSRs http://
sorgblast3.tamu.edu/linkage_groups.htm and probe
sequence information for a subset of RFLP markers with
the prefixes bcd, bnl, cdo, csu, psb, RG, rz and umc http://
cggc.agtec.uga.edu/ included on the consensus map
already provides immediate opportunities to anchor the
presented consensus map to the physical map, hence facil-
iating sequence mapping of known genes from other spe-
cies, taking advantage of known syntenic relationships
between sorghum, rice, maize and other grasses [45,46],
in addition to a positional cloning approach to identify
candidate genes underlying QTLs flanked by sequenced
mapped SSRs or RFLPs. To demonstrate this, 42 RFLPsPage 9 of 14
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on the rice genome (TIGR; http://rice.plantbiol
ogy.msu.edu/) and bin-mapped on the maize genome
(MaizeGDB; http://www.maizegdb.org/); data presented
in Additional File 4. The syntenic genomic regions
between sorghum, rice and maize were largely as
expected, at the macro-level [45,46]. With the recent avail-
ability of both the rice and sorghum whole genome
sequences, and the on-going sequencing of the maize
genome, however, not only the macro-level synteny, but
genic microsynteny can now be furthered explored. As an
example, comparisons for fifteen predicted genes (down-
loaded from ftp://ftp.jgi-psf.org/pub/JGI_data/
Sorghum_bicolor/v1.0/Sbi/) in the 265,271 bp euchro-
matic region between the two RFLP markers rz630 and
umc90 on the sorghum genome (SBI-01) were made
between rice and sorghum. BLAST similarity between the
sorghum predicted genes and the rice sequence, requiring
hits with E ≤ 1e-10 based on BLASTn, are detailed in Addi-
tional File 5. Over 73% conserved synteny among the 15
predicted genes was observed; comparable to microsyn-
tenic levels (72%) observed previously [46] in euchro-
matic genomic regions in rice and sorghum. Far greater
microcolinearity has also been observed [46] in euchro-
matic regions, compared to heterochromatic regions. Fur-
ther detailed evaluation of the level of genic
microcolinearity, both in euchromatic and heterochro-
matic regions, between rice and sorghum based on the
whole genome sequence analysis will provide invaluable
knowledge for cereal scientists and will provide new
opportunities for sorghum researchers to link QTL and
gene information aligned to genetic linkage maps directly
to the whole genome sequence and predicted genes. The
on-going sequencing of the sorghum DArT clones, when
integrated with the whole genome sequence, offers many
opportunities to greatly accelerate gene discovery and
analysis in addition to the opportunity to convert the
recombination fractions on the consensus map to physi-
cal map distances (cM to kb), affording new prospects for
the progress of genomic applications. The sorghum whole
genome and DArT clone sequences can also be exploited
for targeted marker development for specific genomic
regions. Because of ease of sequence analysis, DArT mark-
ers have a significant advantage over AFLPs for positional
cloning efforts due to the difficulty in sequencing AFLPs
that, therefore, cannot be readily integrated into the
whole genome sequence.
An additional use of the presented DArT consensus map is
in whole genome profiling-assisted breeding. The marker
density on the consensus map is sufficient to provide a
better choice of markers for specific breeding populations
to ensure adequate polymorphic marker coverage in
regions of interest. Further, the marker density on the con-
sensus map is suitable for whole genome pedigree analy-
sis, and calculating identity-by-descent through
generations. The consensus map provides a large number
of markers along the length of the chromosome that can
be used to genotype individuals for detecting recom-
binants, fixing loci, restoring a recurrent genetic back-
ground, or assembling complex genotypes in complex
crosses. The co-location of a range of marker types (DArTs,
RFLPs and SSR markers) on the consensus map will ena-
ble sorghum breeders to quickly identify target loci
through whole-genome DArT scans and then select mark-
ers of interest from the same region for marker-assisted
selection.
Conclusion
The integration of six distinct genetic maps into a consen-
sus map has made it possible to obtain a general order
and distances for a greater number of markers, and to
obtain more complete coverage of the sorghum genome.
The consensus map presented here is a good estimation of
the marker position from the six component maps. The
exact fine marker order may differ slightly in other popu-
lations, and users should be prepared to establish the
order for closely linked markers in their mapping and
breeding populations. The obtained consensus map can
be used as a reference map to develop genetic studies in
different genetic backgrounds, in addition to providing a
framework for transferring genetic information between
different marker technologies and for integrating DArT
markers with other genomic resources.
Methods
Mapping populations
A total of six component mapping populations were used
to integrate over 2000 unique loci, including 1182 unique
DArT markers, into a single consensus map (Table 1). The
TAMU-ARS population, developed at Texas A&M Univer-
sity, is a reference mapping population and has been sub-
ject to extensive phenotypic and genotypic analysis
[14,20,22,23,25]. One of the TAMU-ARS population par-
ents, BTx623, is the genotype selected for the sorghum
genome sequencing project [47]. The four mapping pop-
ulations, S2, S4, S5 & S6, were developed at the Depart-
ment of Primary Industries & Fisheries, Queensland by D.
Jordan (pers. comm.) and have also been used in studies
to map target traits (e.g. [9,28,48]). The CIRAD popula-
tion was developed at the Saria Research Station, Burkina
Faso by Trouche (pers. comm.), from the cross between
the genotype SSM249 (guinea from Burkina Faso) and the
genotype SARIASO10 (caudatum from Burkina Faso) and
has been used for QTL mapping on target traits (Rami,
pers. comm.).
Genotyping data
Several sources of markers, including DArTs, RFLPs and
SSRs, mapped in the individual component maps were
used to prepare the sorghum consensus map. Segregation
data from a total of 331 unique SSRs/STSs (with prefix: cupPage 10 of 14
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[22]; gpsb, msbcir and SSmsbcir as described by CIRAD
(Rami, pers. comm.); SbAG as described by [51] and txp as
described by [22,23] and 497 unique RFLPs (from barley
cDNA with bcd prefix; from maize genomic and cDNA
probes with prefix: bnl, csu, isu and umc; from oat cDNA
with cdo prefix, from sorghum genomic DNA with psb and
txs prefix, from rice genomic and cDNA probes with RG and
rz prefix, and from sugar cane genomic and cDNA probes
with, EST, FC, GE, JH, MT, RG, SSCIR, SG, ST and STr pre-
fixes, as described by [9,18,20,26]) across the six compo-
nent mapping populations were included in this study. All
six populations were genotyped with an identical set of
DArT markers from a PstI+BanII representation ('sPb' mark-
ers), following the methodology detailed in [28]. The
CIRAD population was also assayed with a unique set of
MITE-DArT markers (Bouchet, pers. comm.). The segrega-
tion data of 489 non-DArT marker loci mapped in TAMU-
ARS were obtained from P. E. Klein (pers. comm.) and inte-
grated with 306 polymorphic DArT markers. The 2454
AFLP loci mapped in the TAMU-ARS population by [25]
were excluded from this study due to the problems in trans-
ferability of this marker type among laboratories, as dis-
cussed by [52]. Marker data previously generated for the
four DPI&F mapping populations (S2, S4, S5 and S6) were
integrated with segregation data from a total of 884 DArT
markers. The non-DArT data for the S4 population con-
sisted of both SSRs and AFLPs [46], however as with the
TAMU-ARS data set, the AFLP markers were excluded from
this study. The non-DArT data sets previously generated for
the S2, S5 and S6 populations are unpublished (Jordan,
pers comm.). For the CIRAD map, segregation data for 180
non-DArT loci, obtained from J.F. Rami (pers. comm.),
were integrated with segregation data from a total of 627
DArT markers, which included 269 newly identified poly-
morphic MITE DArT clones. With the exception of DPI&F
mapping population S2, the component maps' segregation
data predominantly consisted of DArT markers. DArT
markers with a quality parameter and a call rate both
greater than 77% were selected for inclusion in the compo-
nent genetic linkage maps. DArT markers with a quality
parameter between 75 and 77% were incorporated on a
case-by-case basis.
Marker nomenclature
DArT marker names are standardised and automatically
generated by a DArT-specific Laboratory Information
Management System (DArTdb; DArT P/L, Canberra, Aus-
tralia). Different laboratories used slightly different names
for the same SSR and RFLP markers. Non-DArT marker
names were therefore curated to the extent required to cre-
ate an unambiguous nomenclature.
Component genetic linkage map construction
The component genetic linkage maps of the six sorghum
mapping populations were constructed using MultiPoint
software [53]. The RIL_Selfing population setting was
selected and a maximum threshold rfs value of between
0.1 to 0.40 was used to initially group the markers into a
minimum of ten linkage groups. Multipoint linkage anal-
ysis of loci within each LG was then performed and
marker order was further verified through re-sampling for
quality control via jack-knifing [54]. Markers that could
be ordered with a jack-knife value of 90% or greater were
included as 'framework' markers, with any remaining
markers causing unstable neighborhoods being initially
excluded from the map, including redundant markers
mapping to the same location. Following a repeated
multipoint linkage analysis with the reduced set of mark-
ers for each LG to achieve a stabilised neighbourhood, the
previously excluded markers were attached by assigning
them to the best intervals on the framework map. Finally,
known chromosomal locations of a subset of the DArT
[28], SSR and RFLP [25] markers were used to assign the
linkage groups to sorghum chromosomes, SBI-01 to SBI-
10 according to the recent nomenclature system as sug-
gested by [55]. The Kosambi [56] mapping function was
used to calculate the centimorgan (cM) values. The
marker orders generated by MultiPoint for each compo-
nent map were then displayed in map order per LG as
color-coded graphical genotypes in Microsoft Excel using
a conditional cell formatting formula. The graphical gen-
otypes of these maps were then investigated to identify
'singletons' (apparent double crossover events) pointing
to either a potentially incorrect marker order or a genotyp-
ing error. Individual singletons were not, however,
replaced with missing data, in contrast to [57]. The obser-
vation of singletons depends on their context of flanking
markers and also the population type; the number of
recombination events that can have occurred in a RIL pop-
ulation make it more likely that a singleton represents a
real event compared to a DH population, which has only
had one generation of cross-overs.
The distance measurement of interval variables between 2
individuals, proposed originally by [36] and modified by
[27] was used to compare the genetic distances between
each map and the TAMU-ARS base map. The modified
distance measure [27] is based on the following formula:
where Aik is the length (cM) of the kth shared marker inter-
val on the ith chromosome of map A, and Bik is the length
(cM) of the kth shared marker interval on the ith chromo-
some of map B. The Σ|Aik - Bik| is the absolute value of the
length difference of each shared marker interval on the ith
chromosome between maps A and B, and Ai + Bi is an
additive value of all shared intervals for the ith chromo-
some of maps A and B which is used to normalise the dif-
ference value, Σ|Aik - Bik| [27].
Difference ratio
A B
A B
= −∑
+
| |ik ik
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The locus positions from the six component maps were
merged to build a 'synthetic' map using basic Microsoft
Excel functionalities. This strategy differs from the alterna-
tive approach of constructing a consensus map using the
segregation data from different mapping populations to
compute the optimum order of loci [32]. The TAMU-ARS
map was selected as the 'base' or reference map, as the one
containing the largest number of common loci across
populations and the one with the greatest genome cover-
age. Bridge markers were initially identified as having an
identical name and being present in TAMU-ARS and at
least one of the other 5 mapping populations and having
a similar map position in the different mapping popula-
tions concerned. Markers with the same name that had
inconsistent positions in different populations were not
considered as bridge markers. The TAMU-ARS distances
were used for the locus positions of the bridge markers
along each chromosome. This framework map then
served as a backbone onto which the remaining loci from
each component map were projected, in a "neighbours"
map approach as described by [58]. For a target locus, the
two nearest flanking bridge markers shared by the frame-
work map and by the component map were identified and
the coordinate of this locus was calculated relative to the
ratio of the intervals defined by the flanking bridge mark-
ers on the two maps. For placing markers at group extrem-
ities, projection was based on the relative genetic distance
of common markers nearest to the end of the LG between
the framework map and the component map.
Authors' contributions
ESM carried out the mapping analyses and drafted the
manuscript; JFR was involved in the development of the
CIRAD population, contributed to the mapping analyses,
and editing of the manuscript; SB was involved in the gen-
eration of DArT data for the CIRAD mapping population
and participated in the mapping analysis; PEK was
involved in the development of the TAMU-ARS mapping
population, generation of non-DArT marker data for the
TAMU-ARS population and editing of the manuscript;
RRK was also involved in the development of the TAMU-
ARS mapping population, generation of non-DArT
marker data for the TAMU-ARS population and editing of
the manuscript; AK supervised the generation of DArT
data for all mapping populations, participated in the
study's design and helped to draft the manuscript; PW
contributed to quality assessment of sorghum clones and
data generated for this study and editing of the manu-
script; LX was involved in the generation of DArT data for
all mapping populations; KH was involved in the genera-
tion of marker data for the DPI&F mapping populations;
DRJ conceived of the study, participated in its design and
coordination, mapping analyses and helped to draft the
manuscript.
Additional material
Acknowledgements
We thank the Australian Grains Research and Development Cooperation 
(GRDC; http://www.grdc.com.au) for financial support. We thank Bert 
Collard, Mandy Christopher and Wendy Lawson and colleagues at Diver-
sity Arrays Technology P/L for helpful discussions and comments on the 
manuscript. We further thank Y.Z. Tao and R. Henzell for technical assist-
ance for the generation of the DPI&F mapping populations and marker data.
References
1. FAOSTAT:  [http://faostat.fao.org/default.aspx].
2. Kresovich S, Barbazuk B, Bedell JA, Borrell A, Buell CR, Burke J,
Clifton S, Cordonnier-Pratt M, Cox S, Dahlberg J, Erpelding J, Fulton
TM, Fulton B, Fulton L, Gingle AR, Hash CT, Huang Y, Jordan DR,
Klein PE, Klein RR, Magalhaes J, McCombie R, Moore P, Mullet JE,
Additional file 1
Locus positions in the component maps. Excel spreadsheet containing a 
list of all component map loci, the chromosome and position of each locus.
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2229-9-13-S1.xls]
Additional file 2
Multicopy marker summary. Excel spreadsheet containing details of the 
total numbers of multicopy markers identified per chromosome on the sor-
ghum DArT consensus map
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2229-9-13-S2.xls]
Additional file 3
Locus positions in the consensus map. Excel spreadsheet containing a list 
of all consensus map loci and their features; data include the chromosome 
and position of each locus, details of which component map each locus was 
mapped in, and multicopy marker details.
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2229-9-13-S3.xls]
Additional file 4
Comparison of 42 RFLP markers across sorghum, rice and maize. 
Excel spreadsheet containing a list of 42 RFLP markers, and their physical 
location on both the sorghum and rice genome and chromosome and bin 
identity in maize.
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2229-9-13-S4.xls]
Additional file 5
Sorghum/rice gene microcolinearity across a 0.26 MB region of SBI-
01 between rz630 and umc90. Excel spreadsheet containing a list of 15 
predicted sorghum genes on SBI-01, between rz630 and umc90, their 
physical location and predicted function, and the homologous rice gene 
ID, physical location and predicted function of the best hit based on 
BLASTn and the total number of hits at E = 1e-10.
Click here for file
[http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/supplementary/1471-
2229-9-13-S5.xls]Page 12 of 14
(page number not for citation purposes)
BMC Plant Biology 2009, 9:13 http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2229/9/13Akins P, Paterson AH, Porter K, Pratt L, Roe B, Rooney W, Schnable
PS, Stelly DM, Tuinstra M, Ware D, Warek U: Toward Sequencing
the Sorghum Genome. A U.S. National Science Foundation-
Sponsored Workshop Report.  Plant Physiol 2005,
138:1898-1902.
3. ABS:  [http://www.abs.gov.au].
4. Klein RR, Mullet JE, Jordan DR, Miller FR, Rooney WL, Menz MA,
Franks CD, Klein PE: The effect of tropical sorghum conversion
and inbred development on genome diversity as revealed by
high-resolution genotyping.  Plant Genome 2008:1.
5. Knoll J, Ejeta G: Marker-assisted selection for early-season cold
tolerance in sorghum: QTL validation across populations
and environments.  Theor Appl Genet 2008, 116:541-553.
6. Harris K, Subudhi PK, Borrell A, Jordan DR, Rosenow DT, Nguyen
HT, Klein PE, Klein RR, Mullet J: Sorghum stay-green QTL indi-
vidually reduce post-flowering drought-induced leaf senes-
cence.  J Exp Botany 2007, 58:327-338.
7. Klein RR, Klein PE, Mullet J, Minx P, Rooney WL, Schertz KF: Fertil-
ity restorer locus Rf 1 of sorghum (Sorghum bicolor L.)
encodes a pentatricopeptide repeat protein not present in
the colinear region of rice chromosome 12.  Theor Appl Genet
2005, 111:994-1012.
8. Parh DK, Jordan DR, Aitken EAB, Gogel BJ, McIntyre CL, Godwin ID:
Genetic Components of Variance and the Role of Pollen
Traits in Sorghum Ergot Resistance.  Crop Sci 2006,
46:2387-2395.
9. Tao YZ, Hardy A, Drenth J, Henzell RG, Franzmann BA, Jordan DR,
Butler DG, McIntyre CL: Identifications of two different mech-
anisms for sorghum midge resistance through QTL map-
ping.  Theor Appl Genet 2003, 107:116-122.
10. Chantereau J, Trouche G, Rami JF, Deu M, Barro C, Grivet L: RFLP
mapping of QTLs for photoperiod response in tropical sor-
ghum.  Euphytica 2001, 120:183-194.
11. Crasta OR, Xu WW, Nguyen HT, Rosenow DT, Mullet J: Mapping
of post flowering drought resistance traits in grain sorghum:
Association between QTLs influencing premature senes-
cence and maturity.  Mol Gen Genetics 1999, 262:579-588.
12. Chittenden LM, Schertz KF, Lin YR, Wing RA, Paterson AH: A
detailed RFLP map of Sorghum bicolor × S. propinquum, suit-
able for high-density mapping, suggests ancestral duplication
of Sorghum chromosomes or chromosomal segments.  Theor
Appl Genet 1994, 87:925-933.
13. Pereira MG, Lee M, Bramel-Cox P, Woodman W, Doebley J, Whitkus
R: Construction of an RFLP map in sorghum and compara-
tive mapping in maize.  Genome 1994, 37:236-243.
14. Xu GW, Magill CW, Schertz KF, Hart GE: A RFLP linkage map of
Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench.  Theor Appl Genet 1994, 89:139-145.
15. Lin Y-R, Schertz KF, Paterson AH: Comparative analysis of QTLs
affecting plant height and maturity across the Poaceae, in
reference to an interspecific sorghum population.  Genetics
1995, 141:391-411.
16. Dufour P, Deu M, Grivet L, D'Hont A, Paulet F, Bouet A, Lanaud C,
Glaszmann JC, Hamon P: Construction of a composite sorghum
genome map and comparison with sugarcane, a related
complex polyploid.  Theor Appl Genet 1997, 94:409-418.
17. Ming R, Liu S-C, Lin Y-R, Paterson AH, Da Silva J, Wilson W, Braga
D, Van Deynze A, Sorrells ME, Burnquist W, Wenslaff TF, Wu KK,
Moore PH, Irvine JE: Detailed alignment of Saccharum and Sor-
ghum chromosomes: Comparative organization of closely
related diploid and polyploid genomes.  Genetics 1998,
150:1663-1682.
18. Tao YZ, Jordan DR, McIntyre CL, Henzell RG: Construction of a
genetic map in a sorghum recombinant inbred line using
probes from different sources and its comparison with other
sorghum maps.  Australian J Agric Res 1998, 49:729-736.
19. Boivin K, Deu M, Rami J-F, Trouche G, Hamon P: Towards a satu-
rated sorghum map using RFLP and AFLP markers.  Theor
Appl Genet 1999, 98:320-328.
20. Peng Y, Schertz KF, Cartinhour S, Hart GE: Comparative genome
mapping of Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench using an RFLP map
constructed in a population of recombinant inbred lines.
Plant Breeding 1999, 118:225-235.
21. Tao YZ, Henzell RG, Jordan DR, Butler DG, Kelly AM, McIntyre CL:
Identification of genomic regions associated with stay green
in sorghum by testing RILs in multiple environments.  Theor
Appl Genet 2000, 100:1225-1232.
22. Bhattramakki D, Dong J, Chhabra AK, Hart GE: An integrated SSR
and RFLP linkage map of Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench.
Genome 2000, 43:988-1002.
23. Kong L, Dong J, Hart GE: Characteristics, linkage map positions
and allelic differentiation of Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench
DNA simple-sequence repeats (SSRs).  Theor Appl Genet 2000,
101:438-448.
24. Haussmann BIG, Hess DE, Seetharama N, Welz HG, Geiger HH:
Construction of a combined sorghum linkage map from two
recombinant inbred populations using AFLPs, SSR, RFLP,
and RAPD markers, and comparison with other sorghum
maps.  Theor Appl Genet 2002, 105:629-637.
25. Menz MA, Klein RR, Mullet JE, Obert JA, Unruh NC, Klein PE: A
high-density genetic map of Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench
based on 2926 AFLP®, RFLP and SSR markers.  Plant Mol Biol
2002, 48:483-499.
26. Bowers JE, Abbey C, Anderson S, Chang C, Draye X, Hoppe AH, Jes-
sup R, Lemke C, Lennington J, Li Z, Lin Y-R, Liu S-C, Luo L, Marler BS,
Ming R, Mitchell SE, Qiang D, Reischmann K, Schulze SR, Skinner DN,
Wang Y-W, Kresovich S, Schertz F, Paterson A: A high-density
genetic recombination map of sequence-tagged sites for
Sorghum, as a framework for comparative structural and
evolutionary genomics of tropical grains and grasses.  Genetics
2003, 165:367-386.
27. Wu YQ, Huang Y: An SSR genetic map of Sorghum bicolor (L.)
Moench and its comparison to a published genetic map.
Genome 2007, 50:84-89.
28. Mace ES, Xia L, Jordan DR, Halloran K, Parh DK, Huttner E, Wenzl P,
Kilian A: DArT markers: diversity analyses and mapping in
Sorghum bicolor.  BMC Genomics 2008, 9:26.
29. Jaccoud D, Peng K, Feinstein D, Kilian A: Diversity arrays: a solid
state technology for sequence information independent gen-
otyping.  Nucleic Acids Res 2001, 29(4):e25.
30. Feltus FA, Hart GE, Schertz KF, Casa AM, Kresovich S, Abraham S,
Klein PE, Brown PJ, Paterson AH: Alignment of genetic maps and
QTLs between inter- and intraspecific sorghum populations.
Theor Appl Genet 2006, 112:1295-1305.
31. Xu Y, Zhu L, Xiao J, Huang N, McCouch SR: Chromosomal
regions associated with segregation distortion of molecular
markers in F2, backcross, doubled haploid and recombinant
inbred line populations in rice (Oryza sativa L.).  Mol Gen Genet
1997, 253:535-545.
32. Wenzl P, Li H, Carling J, Zhou M, Raman H, paul E, Hearnden P, Maier
C, Xia L, Caig V, Ovesná J, Cakir M, Poulsen D, Wang J, Raman R,
Smith KP, Muehlbauer GJ, Chalmers KJ, Kleinhofs A, Huttner E, Kilian
A: A high-density consensus map of barley linking DArT
markers to SSR and RFLP loci and agronomic traits.  BMC
Genomics 2006, 7:206-228.
33. Kim J-S, Islam-Faridi MN, Klein PE, Stelly DM, Price HJ, Klein RR, Mul-
let JE: Comprehensive molecular cytogenetic analysis of sor-
ghum genome architecture: distribution of euchromatin,
heterochromatin. Genes and recombination in comparison
to rice.  Genetics 2005, 171:1963-1976.
34. Stein N, Prasad M, Scholz U, Thiel T, Zhang H, Wolf M, Kota R, Var-
shney RK, perovic D, Grosse I, Graner A: A 1,000-loci transcript
map of the barley genome: new anchoring points for integra-
tive grass genomics.  Theor Appl Genet 2007, 114:823-839.
35. Beavis WD, Grant D: A linkage map based on information from
four F2 populations in maize (Zea mays L.).  Theor Appl Genet
1991, 82:636-644.
36. Gower JC: A general coefficient of similarity and some of its
properties.  Biometrics 1971, 27:857-874.
37. van Os H, Stam P, Visser RGF, van Eck HJ: SMOOTH: a statistical
method for successful removal of genotyping errors from
high-density genetic linkage data.  Theor Appl Genet 2005,
112:187-194.
38. Wittenberg AHJ, Lee T van der, Cayla C, Kilian A, Visser RGF,
Schouten HJ: Validation of the high-throughput marker tech-
nology DArT using the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana.  Mol
Gen Genomics 2005, 274:30-39.
39. Akbari M, Wenzl P, Caig V, Carling J, Xia L, Yang S, Uszynski G, Moh-
ler V, Lehmensiek A, Kuchel H, Hayden MJ, Howes N, Sharp P,
Vaughan P, Rathnell B, Huttner E, Kilian A: Diversity arrays tech-
nology (DArT) for high-throughput profiling of the hexaploid
wheat genome.  Theor Appl Genet 2006, 113:1409-1420.Page 13 of 14
(page number not for citation purposes)
BMC Plant Biology 2009, 9:13 http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2229/9/13Publish with BioMed Central   and  every 
scientist can read your work free of charge
"BioMed Central will be the most significant development for 
disseminating the results of biomedical research in our lifetime."
Sir Paul Nurse, Cancer Research UK
Your research papers will be:
available free of charge to the entire biomedical community
peer reviewed and published immediately upon acceptance
cited in PubMed and archived on PubMed Central 
yours — you keep the copyright
Submit your manuscript here:
http://www.biomedcentral.com/info/publishing_adv.asp
BioMedcentral
40. van Os H, Andrzejewski S, Bakker E, Barrena I, Bryan GJ, Caromel B,
Ghareeb B, Isidore E, de Jong W, van Koert P, Lefebvre V, Milbourne
D, Ritter E, Rouppe van der Voort JNAM, Rouselle-Bougeois F, van
Vliet J, Waugh R, Visser RGF, Bakker J, van Eck HJ: Construction of
a 10,000-marker ultradense genetic recombination map of
potato: providing a framework for accelerated gene isolation
and a genomewide physical map.  Genetics 2006, 173:1075-1087.
41. Qi X, Pittaway TS, Lindup S, Liu H, Waterman E, Padi FK, Hash CT,
Zhu J, Gale MD, Devos KM: An integrated genetic map and a
new set of simple sequence repeat markers for pearl millet,
Pennisetum glacum.  Theor Appl Genet 2004, 109:1485-1493.
42. Whitkus R, Doebley JF, Lee M: Comparative genome mapping of
sorghum and maize.  Genetics 1992, 132:1119-1130.
43. Gaut BS, Doebley JF: DNA sequence evidence for the segmen-
tal allotetraploid origin of maize.  Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 1997,
94:6809-6814.
44. Gaut BS: Patterns of chromosomal duplication in maize and
their implications for comparative maps of the grasses.
Genome Research 2001, 11:55-66.
45. Devos KM: Updating the 'Crop Circle'.  Current Opinion in Plant
Biology 2005, 8:155-162.
46. Bowers JE, Arias MA, Asher R, Avise JA, Ball RT, Brewer GA, Buss
RW, Chen AH, Edwards TM, Estill JC, Exum HE, Goff VH, Herrick KL,
Steele CLJ, Karunakaran S, Lafayette GK, Lemke C, Marler BS, Mas-
ters SL, McMillan JM, Nelson LK, Newsome GA, Nwakanma CC,
Odeh RN, Phelps CA, Rarick EA, Rogers CJ, Ryan SP, Slaughter KA,
Soderlund CA, Tang H, Wing RA, Paterson AH: Comparative
physical mapping links conservation of microsyteny to chro-
mosome structure and recombination in grasses.  Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America 2005,
102:13206-13211.
47. Bowers JE, Rokhsar DS, Paterson AH: Update on the sorghum
(Sorghum bicolor) genome sequence.  The Plant & Animal Genome
Conference XV, January 13–17 2007 San Diego CA .
48. Parh DK: DNA-based markers for ergot resistance in sor-
ghum.  In PhD thesis University of Queensland, School of Land and
Food Sciences; 2005. 
49. Schloss SJ, Mitchell SE, White GM, Kukatla R, Bowers JE, Paterson
AH, Kresovich S: Characterisation of RFLP probe sequences
for gene discovery and SSR development in Sorghum bicolor
(L.) Moench.  Theor Appl Genet 2002, 105:912-920.
50. Brown SM, Hopkins MS, Mitchell SE, Senior ML, Wang TY, Duncan
RR, Gonzalez-Candelas F, Kresovich S: Multiple methods for the
identification of polymorphic simple sequence repeats
(SSRs) in sorghum [Sorghum bicolor (L.) Moench].  Theor Appl
Genet 1996, 93:190-198.
51. Taramino G, Tarchini R, Ferrario S, Pe ME, Lee M: Characterisation
and mapping of simple sequence repeats (SSRs) in Sorghum
bicolor.  Theor Appl Genet 1997, 95:66-72.
52. Marcel TC, Varshney RK, Barbieri M, Jafary H, de Kock MJD, Graner
A, Niks RE: A high-density consensus map of barley to com-
pare the distribution of QTLs for partial resistance to Puc-
cinia hordei and of defence gene homologues.  Theor Appl Genet
2007, 114:487-500.
53. MultiPoint software   [http://www.multiqtl.com]
54. Mester D, Ronin YI, Hu Y, Nevo E, Korol A: Constructing large
scale genetic maps using evolutionary strategy algorithm.
Genetics 2003, 165:2269-2282.
55. Kim J-S, Klein P, Klein R, Price H, Mullet J, Stelly D: Chromosome
identification and nomenclature of Sorghum bicolor.  Genetics
2005, 169:1169-1173.
56. Kosambi D: The estimation of map distances from recombi-
nation values.  Ann Eugen 1944, 12:172-175.
57. Isidore E, van Os H, Andrzejewski S, Bakker J, Barrena I, Bryan GJ,
Caromel B, van Eck H, Ghareeb B, de Jong W, van Koert P, Lefebvre
V, Milbourne D, Ritter E, Rouppe van der Voort J, Rouselle-Bourgeois
F, van Vliet J, Waugh R: Toward a marker-dense meiotic map of
the potato genome: lessons from linkage group I.  Genetics
2003, 165:2107-2116.
58. Cone KC, McMullen MD, Bi IV, Davis GL, Yim Y-S, Gardiner JM, Pol-
acco ML, Sanchez-Villeda H, Fang Z, Schroeder SG, Havermann SA,
Bowers JE, Paterson AH, Soderlund CA, Engler FW, Wing RA, Coe
EH: Genetic, physical and informatics resources for maize.
On the road to an integrated map.  Plant Physiol 2002,
130:1598-1605.
59. Perrier X, Jacquemoud-Collet JP: DARwin software.  2006 [http://
darwin.cirad.fr/Darwin/Home.php].Page 14 of 14
(page number not for citation purposes)
